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Welcome to Baltimore Saying

Former Laker defensive end second-highest NFL draft pick in GV football history
BY A.A. KNORR
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

att Judon was shooting a
round of pool at the Balti
more Ravens’ facility ear
lier this year when Ravens
general manager Ozzie
Newsome walked by.
Newsome told Judon he’d beat him
in pool. Judon told Newsome to bring it
on. Now, the two will have a chance.
It was Newsome who called Judon
on April 30, as he informed the former
Grand Valley State standout that he had
been drafted by the Baltimore Ravens.
Judon was selected as the seventh pick
in the fifth round, and the 146th overall
pick in the 2016 NFL Draft.
“(Newsome) called me and he was
like, ‘You remember I told you I’d beat
you in pool?’ and we were talking about
that,” Judon said. “Then he asked me, be
cause my family was being quiet, if any
body was around or if I was alone, then
he told me to tell them that they can cheer
because I’m officially a Baltimore Raven.”
Judon was at home in West Bloom
field, Michigan throughout the draft. His
phone rang when the draft went to com
mercial, though the television showed
that the San Fransisco 49ers had just sub
mitted their pick. It wasn’t the 49ers call
ing, but rather the Ravens, letting GVSU’s
career sack leader know they wanted him
to come play on Sundays.
“It’s a whole rush of feelings, you
get a rush of feeling all at once,” Judon
said. “It was really exciting”

goodbye

Baltimore’s social media profiles listed
Judon as an outside linebacker, and the
draft process had him flipping between
defensive end and linebacker depend
ing on the team he was connected
with. It’s still unknown at which po
sition Judon will suit up in the NFL,
despite solely playing defensive end
during his GVSU career.
“It’s pretty cool to sit there and
watch his name pop up,” said
GVSU head coach Matt Mitchell.
“I think based on everything that
had happened throughout the
course of his career we knew it
was going to happen. It was just a
matter of who and when.”
Prior to the draft, Judon was
slated between a third and
a fifth round pick by vari
ous draft sources. Judon sat
through the first two days
without
receiving the
phone call, and waited
in tension as the fourth
round passed him by.
“It did really seem
like it was going by slow,”
he said. “Before I got
drafted it felt like there
was almost 1,000 people
picked, instead of 145.”
Judon
narrowly
missed out on being the
highest draft pick in
GVSU history.

Winter commencement
welcomes more than
3,000 new Laker alumni
BY HANNAH LENTZ
ASSOCIA TE@LANTHORN.COM

a

HISTORY: Matt Judon poses for a media day photo during the 2015 season.
Judon will be joining the Baltimore Ravens this year. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF

SEE JUDON | A2

pproximately 50 years ago,
Grand Valley State University
held its first commencement
ceremony. At that ceremony, the
stage and the number of gradu
ates looked a lot different than today.
On April 30, more than 3,000 students partic
ipated in commencement ceremonies at Van Andel Arena. The event featured speeches from La
June Montgomery Tabron (president and CEO
of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation) and George
Heartwell, the former mayor of Grand Rapids.
Additionally, the Alumni Association pre
sented its Distinguished Alumni award to
Nkechy Ekere Ezeh (‘92, ‘93) an associate pro
fessor of education and director of the early
childhood education program at Aquinas Col
lege. The Outstanding Educator Award was
also presented to Greg Wolffe, professor of
computer and information systems at GVSU.
Honorary degrees were also given out to
Noreen Myers and Peter Renucci. Myer (72) is
a lawyer specializing in employment law and the
first alumna to be appointed to GVSU’s Board of
Trustees. Renucci is owner of E&R Investments
and is a director of the GVSU University Foun
dation. He and Pat Renucci have funded scholar
ships and equipment to support student success.
The event also focused on looking back at
accomplishments throughout the year and
applying those successes to the future.
“What will you remember from this day, April
30, 2016, five, 10 or even 50 years from now?”

CAMPUS GROWTH

Board of Trustees approve $20 million
expansion to Performing Arts Center

SEE GOODBYE | A2

Renovations, additions to last until August 2017
BY AUDRA GAMBLE
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM

PLANNING: James Moyer presents his case for the renovation of
the PAC on April 29 in the Seidman Building. GVL | LUKE HOLMES

n addition to a new
housing building, stu
dents at Grand Valley
State University will see
improvements to the
Performing Arts Center this fall.
At the April 29 Board of Trustees
meeting, a $20 million expansion and
renovation was approved to the build
ing, originally constructed in 1971.
Construction on the 44,000 square
foot addition has already begun, and
will be completed by August 2017.
This will be the fifth addition
to the Performing Arts Center
since the building
“The current addition is designed
to address the growth and more in
tensive education in the music pro
gram, as well as the consistent crowd
ing in the theater program,” said
James Moyer, associate vice president
for facilities planning at GVSU.
The funding for this project will
come entirely from GVSU’s undis
tributed interest income. Of the $20
million budget, $16 million is allo
cated for construction services and
site utilities. An additional $1.5 mil
lion is budgeted for furniture, equip
ment and telecommunications.
Professional services and fees are ex
pected to cost $1.65 million, leaving
$850,000 for contingency funding.

According to Moyer, the undis
tributed interest income is set aside
for one-time purchases. Of the po
tential purchases, the Performing
Arts Center addition was deemed as
the highest priority by the university.
The architect chosen for the
project is Stantec Architecture,
the same company that designed
the Mary Idema Pew Library, also
on the GVSU Allendale Campus.
The construction and project
manager is Pioneer Construction.
Following the construction, the
additions to the building will be
LEED Silver certified, adding to
the roughly 30 percent of GVSU’s
buildings that are LEED certified
for being environmentally friendly.
All new building projects at GVSU
are required to meet the LEED Sil
ver standards, at a minimum.
According to documents provided
to the Board of Trustees, “the pro
posed addition will replace a portion
of the 1971 theater support spaces on
the east side of the existing Performing
Arts Center with a black box theater,
associated theater support spaces, two
theater classrooms, three ensemble
rooms, new student study space, and
an enlarged student study space in the
building’s primary lobby area.”
Not all of the various projects will
be completed at the same time, how-

RECOGNITION

Seeing
success
Serendipity Media intern
Caitlyn Albrant awarded
for work with marketing
BY JESS HODGE
NEWS@LANTHORN.COM

ith over 8,000 Grand Valley State
University interns and 107 nomi
nations for intern of the year, being
recognized as Outstanding Intern of
the Year at the ceremony on April 12
was a huge accomplishment for Caitlyn Albrant.
Albrant recently graduated with her de
gree in marketing and will continue to work
with Serendipity Media, LLC as a market
ing intern. Serendipity Media is a market
ing firm and full-service media company
based in Grand Rapids. In addition to spe
cializing in eNewsletter and magazine pub
lishing, Serendipity Media manages various
social media platforms and websites.

SEE INTERN | A2
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Eileen Sullivan to take
over as dean of students

GV saxophone studio visit
schools in outreach tour

Track and field men, women
win respective GLIAC titles

First downtown theater set
to open in Grand Rapids

After 32 years of service, previous Dean
of Students Bart Merkle will retire from his
position leaving Sullivan as his successor for
the upcoming 2016-17 academic year

Students in the GVSU saxophone studio
visit schools around Michigan performing
with their quartets and talking about the life
of a music student at GVSU during May

The conference championship wins give the
Lakers considerable momentum heading
into the NCAA Division II Championships on
May 26-28 held at the University of Tampa

616 Development and Loeks Theatres have
teamed up to open a new nine-screen
theater in downtown Grand Rapids that is
expected to bring in over 20,000 people
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MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID TRAINING
Grand Valley State University is offering its faculty
and staff an eight-hour training event on May 16 and
May 17. Each day, there will be four hours of training
from 8:30 a.m. until 12 p.m. in Kirkhof Center Room
2270. GVSU recommends that people attend both days
to retain the full training and become certified.
This event looks to help participants assist people
who may be showing early signs of developing a mental
illness. The Mental Health Foundation of West Michigan
is sponsoring the training.
For more information, visit, www.gvsu.edu/events/
mental-health-first-aid-training/.
RECEPTION FOR LATE PROFESSOR TO BE HELD
Grand Valley State University's College of Education is hold
ing a reception to honor the life of Julie Chlebo on May 17.
Chlebo died on March 19 and was an associate professor
for the early childhood education program. She had been
working in the College of Education since August of 1997.
The reception will be held in the Loosemore Auditorium in
the DeVos Center on the Pew Campus. It will start at 4 p.m.
and remarks will be given at 5 p.m.
TRAVERSE CITY COMMENCEMENT
Some students weren’t able to join the thousands<who
walked in Van Andel Arena’s commencement, but they
were able to attend a different ceremony.
Held in the Hagerty Center in Traverse City, 55
students earned their diplomas on May 3 during their
graduation from GVSU's Traverse City Regional Center.
Although it’s more than 100 miles away, President
Thomas Haas gave remarks during the ceremony. The
Traverse City location offers its students 12 undergradu
ate and graduate degree programs.
GV SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE PROJECT
The Sustainable Agriculture Project of Grand Valley
State University will hold a farm stand every Wednesday
for the month of May.
The stand will be located on the North side of Lake
Michigan Hall, open from 3:30 p.m. until 5:30 p.m.
Residents of the Allendale area can stop by to pick
up fresh produce that is locally grown on GVSU’s own
working farm. Students involved with the project will be
available to answer questions regarding the farm and ag
ricultural sustainability. Volunteer opportunities are also
available for students to work on the Sustainable
Agriculture Project over the summer. Volunteering is
open every Friday afternoon and is LIB 100 approved. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/sustainableagproject for more information.
WORLD TRADE WEEK CONFERENCE
The annual West Michigan World Trade Week
Conference will be held on May 12 in the L. William
Seidman Center from 11:30 a.m. until 7:30 p.m.
The event aims to bring trade organizations and business
es together to promote the importance of international trade.
The experience offers an educational business
conference, networking events and a trivia competi
tion. A reception will also be held to honor global trade
achievements by those in the field. Adrienne Stevens,
president of Notions Marketing Corp. will be the keynote
speaker, discussing business growth and the keys to in
novative planning and management practices.
For more information or to register an organization
for the event, visit www.gvsu.edu/wtw.
PADNOS INTERNATIONAL CENTER REDEDICATED
On April 23. the Padnos International Center
was rededicated as the Barbara and Stuart Padnos
International Center. This was to recognize their contri
butions they have made to the university.
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said Sheldon Kopperl, bio
medical sciences and liberal
studies professor. “You may
not remember that is was

Mayor George Heartwell that
addressed you at this cer
emony. Even less so will you
remember my words of reflec
tion, but you will definitely re
member the pride you took on
a job well done and recognize
how, on April 30 of 2016, you,

LAKERS FOR LIFE: President Thomas Haas gives opening remarks
at GVSU’s winter commencement on April 30. GVL I KEVIN sielaff
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The growth of the company sparked Albrant’s interest and prompted her to apply.
“I loved the fact that they were so very
interested in adapting with the changes in
the industry and in technology while still
holding onto where they came from,” she
said. “I wanted to work for a company that
I knew wasn’t going to go stagnant, and
I knew there was a lot of room for me to
learn and grow as a marketing student.”
And grow she did. When it came time
for companies to place their nominations
for intern of the year, Lisa Young, the mar
keting director at Serendipity Media, knew
Albrant would be the perfect pick. Young
is Albrant’s supervisor and watched her
work hard through her internship.
. “Caitlyn is probably the hardest work
ing intern I’ve ever had,” Young said.
“Things that made her most valuable to
me were her flexibility, she was really pro
ductive, she worked really fast and accu
rately and she learned really quickly.”
Albrant worked on a variety of tasks,
all of which she completed in high quality,
with enthusiasm and in a timely manner.
She has made promotional videos, worked

as a Laker for life, connected
with communities and con
tributed in your own, unique
way to the Laker effect.”
This year’s commence
ment also focused on the roles
that teaching professionals,
family members and other
prominent individuals play in
a college graduate’s life.
“Look at all the people
who have gathered with great
happiness and anticipation,”
saidGVSU President Thom
as I^s. “You see family, you
see friends and our esteemed
faculty and staff. At Grand
Valley, we hear time and
again how our faculty guide,
mentor and change lives. We
know that they are watching
carefully for their students
today. They recognize the
talent and the tenacity that it
took for most of you to reach
this point.”
Haas also focused his
speech on the future of gradu
ates after they leave GVSU and

with email marketing currently sends out
the daily eNewsletters to one of the publica
tions and scheduled social media posts for
the six brands under Serendipity.
“I have been able to dip my hands into a
lot of different tasks that have allowed me to
get out of my comfort zone (and) really build
a skill set that will help me move forward in
my future career,” she said. “The digital pres
ence assessment alone has been an incredible
experience and skill-builder for me.
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE

HARD WORK: Caitlyn Albrant. GVSU's 2016
Intern of the Year. COURTESY I LISA young

whatever the next step may be.
“You might have a ready
answer, maybe you have se
cured that great job or maybe
you are planning to get an
other degree, or maybe you
are still exploring, and that’s
OK,” Haas said. “But what
you have found, what you
know is that you can dream,
you can plan and you can
succeed. With courage will
come confidence, trust and
vision, and eventually humil
ity, compassion and fair play.”
The more than 3,000 stu
dents who received degrees
following the winter semester
will become a part of more
than 100,000 GVSU alumni.
“When you stand at a place
that you’ve never stood be
fore, and the way forward isn’t
entirely clear, but you know
you have to chose a direction
and then step out into it, that
takes courage,” Heartwell said.
“Right from the beginning, I
say to you: have courage.”

PAC
CONTINUED FROM A1

ever. Some components of the
renovations, particularly with the
theater support spaces, involve
demolition. In order to continue
the functionality of these spaces,
the expanded lobby will be the
first project to be finished. This is
projected to be accomplished in
time for the start of the 2016-17
school year in the fall.
While the other spaces are
being renovated, the newly en
larged lobby will house the cos
tume shop and the student prep
aration area. All renovations and
expansions will be complete by
the fall 2017 school year.
“We anticipate some noise
and some re-routing of pedes
trian traffic,” Moyer said. “Other
than these items, we do not an
ticipate any significant impact
on the remainder of the build
ing. The construction team is
well-attuned to the operation of
the campus and fully understand
the challenge before them.”
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even more, Mitchell said.
Judons next order of business is to re
port and participate in Baltimore’s rookie
camp in May. The Ravens selected 11
players in the draft, including three de
fensive ends and a defensive tackle.
“I definitely want more,” Judon said. “It
was a time to be happy or it was a time to
celebrate but even after you win a game or
a Super Bowl or a championship you gotta
get back and try to do it again. So right now
I’m at one of the lowest levels of the NFL.
I’m a rookie and I’ve got to prove myself’
The Ravens will open the 2016 season
with a home game against the Buffalo Bills
on Sept. 11. Judon will make his closest
appearance to Michigan with a Week 2
matchup in Cleveland against the Browns.

MOLLY LABEFF

ALLIE STEELE

POSTMASTER
Please send form 3579 to:

In 2008, the Kansas City Chiefs se
lected cornerback Brandon Carr with
the 140th pick in the fifth round, while
Judon was the 146th pick. Carr now
plays for the Dallas Cowboys.
En route to becoming a legend at GVSU
and securing the 2016 Gene Upshaw
Award for top defensive lineman in Divi
sion II, Judon endured a pair of injuries
and a freshman year redshirt at GVSU. By
the time his Lakers career had wrapped up,
Judon had been on the roster for six sea
sons, culminating with his record-breaking
20-sack outburst in the 2015 season.

According to Mitchell, the Ravens
had regional scout Milt Hendrick
son tracking Judon since last summer.
Mitchell and Hendrickson had conver
sations regarding Judon, and the Ravens
were among the handful of teams who
brought Judon to their facilities for a
private workout leading up to the draft.
The Ravens had five fourth-round picks,
and passed up on Judon with each one,
but finally snapped him up with their
lone selection in the fifth round.
Mitchell noted that GVSUs 2016 defen
sive line, though losing Judon, is returning
a wealth of talent, including De’Ondre Ho
gan, Alton Voss, Keane Belcher and Mark
Rosenquist. The Lakers will miss Judons
talent, but will miss Judons leadership

CLUES ACROSS
I. Administrative Review Board
4. Not worried
8. Rowan Atkinson played him
10. Stars
II. Indian city
12. North American nation
13. He partnered with Garfunkel
15. Understood
16. Foe
17. Jewish state
18. 2015 postseason hero
21. Largest English dictionary
(abbr.)
22. Goddess of the dawn
23.__Squad

24. Belonging to a thing
25. Food-related allergic
reaction (abbr.)
26. Car mechanics group
27. Exceed in weight
34. Deserved
35. Singer Thicke
36. Clemencies
38. Critique
39 Resented
40. Type of tissue
41. Passages
42. It comes in a can
43. His heart is in San Francisco
44. Retirement account

CLUES DOWN
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Belittled
Actress King
They pour drinks
Communicates
Take advantage of
Take on cargo

7. A stiff drink
9. Actress Watts
10. Natives of the American
Southwest
12. Covered
14. The Science Ouy Bill
13. Soviet Socialist Republic
17. Contraceptive device
19. Unfastened

20.__ Student, learns healing
23. Ties the knot
24. Actor McKellen
25. Optical phenomenon
26. Turf
28. Foot (Latin)
29. Flub
30. Birds settle here
31. Calculator
32. Herbal tea
33. Catch
34. Pitcher Santana
36. Not for vegetarians
37. Japanese novelist

ANSWERS ON PO. 10
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Bart Merkle leaves
big shoes to fill
Eileen Sullivan will start work as
the new dean of students July 1

NEW FACE: Newly selected Dean of Students Eileen Sullivan gives her presentation on April 26. She
will be replacing Bart Merkle who has been a dean at GVSU for more than 32 years. GVL I LUKE HOLMES

RENOVATIONS

s Bart Merkle says goodbye after
32 years of serving as Grand Valley
State University’s dean of students,
someone new will take his place.
April 25 started the first of three
presentations put on by the finalists all vying
for the open position of GVSUs vice provost
for student affairs and dean of students. Sidney
Childs, Eileen Sullivan and George McClellan
were the three final candidates considered for
the position. On May 5, GVSU Provost of Stu
dent Affairs Gayle Davis announced the one
candidate who stood above the rest and earned
her spot as a Laker: Eileen Sullivan.
“She has a lot of energy, is very outgoing and
easy to connect with,” Davis said. “I think she will
be easily accessible to students and she will be
one of those people students will know.”
Sullivan and both of her fellow candidates
focused on ideas that could address potential
barriers to student success at GVSU during
their presentations. However, Sullivan was able
to hone in on what that meant to her and how
she would really benefit GVSU students.
“Grand Valley might be a place that I
could contribute in some small way based on
a variety of experiences,” she said. “For me,
this opportunity really speaks to a culmina
tion of maybe a lot of different experiences
that I’ve had over the past several years.”
Her understanding of the important of a
college education started at a young age when
her parents, faculty members at Eastern Illi
nois University, instilled this value in her. She
then worked her way through school, begin
ning with earning her bachelors degree in
business and marketing from EIU. She also
received her masters in education and guid
ance and counseling/student personnel work
from EIU. The pinnacle of her education was
earning a Ph.D in higher education adminis

tration from Bowling Green State University.
“There are so many things that we can
do as educators to remove the barriers for
students,” Sullivan said. “I think sometimes
they are institutionally imposed and its
within our own reach to solve some policy
problems to help get some things out of the
way for students to be more successful.”
Since 2007, Sullivan has worked as the dean
of students at Elmhurst College in Elmhurst, Il
linois. The college is significantly smaller than
GVSU, with an enrollment of about 3,000 under
graduate students, compared to GVSUs 25,000
students. Size doesn’t matter, however, when it
comes to Sullivan’s ideas for student success.
Her main point of discussion during her
presentation revolved around the idea of
engaging learners at all levels. Her efforts
on focusing on student success began with
diversity and inclusion, noting that inclu
sion is more important than diversity.
“Its great if we have our campuses reflect
more of the world, which is a more diversified
student body and a campus,” Sullivan said. “But if
people don’t feel that they belong, then they don’t
stay and it’s also not a good experience for them.”
Another focus was to identify and under
stand who the students are at GVSU and to find
strategies to meet all of their needs. By this, she
means non-traditional students such as adults
who come back after a hiatus, students of color,
first generation students and GVSUs veteran
students in addition to traditional students.
“We have students who suffer from mental
health issues, those are all of our students. We
have students who are survivors of sexual as
sault, those are our students.We certainly have
a richness in diversity by race and ethnicity, but
also by sexual orientation and transgender stu
dents, those are all of our students too,” Sullivan
said. “Higher education has to recruit, retain and
graduate more people and we largely need to do
it in a better way than we have, with students who
we’ve been traditionally more at risk of losing.”

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Police Academy enters 42nd year at GV
32 students set to become licensed officers
BY HANNAH LENTZ
ASSOC!A TE@LANTHORN.COM

BUILDING UP: GVSU is continuing to work on a number of construction projects around the Allen
dale Campus during the summer months. Work includes a new housing center. GVL I EMILY frye

Summer construction underway
Expansions of newest living center, recreation
center, parking spaces set to take place at GV
BY SANDA VAZGEC
ASSISTANTNEWS@LANTHORN.COM

hen students return to Grand Val
ley State University in the fall, they
will see several changes to the Al
lendale Campus and surrounding
areas due to the construction of
many expansion projects. As for students stay
ing on campus this summer, the construction
may lead to some facility and road closures.
The largest development in progress is the
construction of Holton-Hooker Learning and
Living Center, a new student housing and aca
demic building on the north side of campus.
The building will take the place of Robinson
Field on the east side of Mackinac Hall. The
building will accommodate 498 students in
traditional style bedrooms, with community
bathrooms serving the adjacent rooms.
The building will also include three standard
classrooms, one computer lab, a media room
and faculty offices. Students will have access to a
front desk inside of the building that will handle
any needs such as room lockouts, keys and gen

eral questions. This desk will take over the du
ties of the former North C desk, which will no
longer be in operation. The Office of Housing
and Residence Life will move from the Student
Services building into Holton-Hooker as well.
The main lobby area of the building will
include Einstein’s Bagel Co. and a multipur
pose room. A game room, outdoor recre
ational space, lounge and study spaces are
also available, along with air-conditioning
throughout the entire building.
Due to the construction, the walkway
between Robinson Living Center and
Mackinac Hall is closed.
"Though construction can be a nuisance
and inconvenience, the result of it will be very
beneficial,” said Dena Willis, occupancy man
ager of Housing and Residence Life. “All of the
expansion projects are done with the students’
needs in mind, the goal is to provide the best ex
perience possible for the campus community’’
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE

stablished
in
1974, the Grand
Valley State Uni
versity
Police
Academy
has
seen more than 1,000 stu
dents go through its doors
and into the world of law en
forcement professionals.
Approved by the Michi
gan Commission on Law
Enforcement Standards, dur
ing the 16-week program,
participants go through 681
training hours, are trained
on criminal law, enforcement
procedures, fist aid, firearms
and other necessary train
ing elements resulting in the
completion of a 15-credit
course load through GVSU.
Though the state only
mandates 594 hours of train
ing, GVSU provides an ad
ditional 87 hours for partici
pants in the program.
Williamson Wallace is
currently the director of
criminal justice training at
the Police Academy. Wallace
is responsible for developing,
coordinating and implement
ing in-service law enforce
ment training programs.
“We go above and be
yond the state mandates
hours,” Wallace said. “We
provide additional training
that helps to expand upon
the given curriculum.”
This extra training includes
information touched on by the
required curriculum as well as
specialized training on emer
gency procedures, civil issues

and acts of terrorism. Addi
tionally, the supplementary
training hours allow students
to become more familiar with
the kinds of questions and
issues they will see on the li
censing exam at the end of the
academy. Currently, the GVSU
academy has a licensing exam
pass rate of 100 percent.
“We do a great job at prepar
ing students for the exam and
for their professional goals,”
Wallace said. “Part of this is
from the training and part of
it is from the lengthy applica
tion process that applicants go
through in order to become ap
proved for our academy’’
Before an individual is
accepted into the Police

Academy, they have to go
through a variety of indepth tests and reference
checks. Everything from the
way an individual acted at a
previous job to relationships
with roommates as well as
reading and writing skills
are evaluated. Potential stu
dents also have to interview
in front of a panel of local
law enforcement personnel
before they are accepted.
Adding up all the steps and
testing, the entire applica
tion procedure takes about
nine months to complete.
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE

PREPARING: Members of the Police Academy at GVSU work on
completing their credit hours. COURTESY I WILLIAMSON WALLACE
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Judon to show the NFL
what GV stands for
n April 28, the
Baltimore Ra
vens
signed
recent
Grand
Valley State Uni
versity alumni Matt Judon
as the first of their 11 total
draft picks. After agreeing to
a S2.595 million deal, Judon
will most likely be used as an
outside linebacker in the pros.
However, before Judon
achieved every college foot
ball players dream, he was
walking through the Kirkhof Center and practicing
in Lubbers Stadium. We
want to congratulate Judon
on his success and wish him
all the best in Baltimore.
Though it seems as
though the headlines are
often full of violence and
negativity focused around
NFL players, we are excited
for Judon to take this op
portunity to make the Laker
community proud. With the
fame and acknowledgement
that comes with being a pro
fessional athlete also comes
the chance to portray and
encourage certain behaviors
and character traits, traits
that we try and encourage
on the GVSU campus.
We hope that his time in
the NFL reflects his time at
GVSU. We hope his actions
both in the NFL and outside
of the NFL reflect well on the
community we make up at
GVSU. From respect and tol
erance for all people, to the
value of a liberal education,
to sustainability and care for
the environment, we hope
Judon exhibits for the world

the wonderful things that
GVSU stands for. We hope
one day we will all be proud
to point to the television
screen and tell our friends,
“That’s Matt Judon, we went
to the same university!”
In addition to showing
off our university, we hope
Judon has the chance to
build his own future and his
own legacy. Like all GVSU
graduates, Judon enters the
world now as an adult mak
ing his own decisions that
reflect on his own personal
ity and judgement. We wish
him well in doing so and
hope that his time at GVSU
has helped partially to shape
the person he has come to be.
We hope that having
Judon in the NFL will en
courage good football and
all sports players to come to
GVSU in the future. Even
though GVSU is a Division
II school, our sports teams
perform at the highest level
with the utmost respect for
other players and teams.
Judon will hopefully carry
this throughout the NFL
with him and his career.
When Judon dons that
Baltimore Ravens purple
as the summer air turns to
the crisp autumn winds of
football season, we wish
Judon the best in his next
phase in life. When he puts
that jersey on, we hope he
remembers the life lessons
and character he learned
while wearing Laker Blue.
After all, its just a few
shades lighter than his
new apparel.

Congratulation
Matt Judonf
editorial@lanthorn.com

Making a responsible political decision

BY DANIELLE ZUKOWSKI
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM

s election day
draws near, more
candidates step
out of the race.
The Republican
Party is left in a squeeze after
16 candidates including Bush,
Carson, Rubio, Cruz, and most
recendy, Kaisch have suspend
ed their campaign. Over the
past year, the potentials have
narrowed down to one.
The campaign that was
initially viewed by many
as a joke has now become
a daunting possibility.

"A good newspaper, I supose, is a
nation talking to itself.”
- Arthur Miller
BY EMILY DORAN
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
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and thorough research and
consideration before making
this choice. The discrimination
and hatred this man expels is
dangerous for America and,
contrary to his campaign
promises, will not make
America great again. It will
revert the progress in equality
the country has worked for.
Now, if all of the facts are
being ignored solely because
he says he is Republican, there
is an immense danger at hand.
We need to actually evaluate
and assess candidates. This
election should not be about
party affiliation. Identifying
with any political party does
not and should not mean
compliance with every single
standard solely due to associa
tion with a party.
We need to research before
we make any decisions and
then make those decisions
based on our own opinion. Its
important to educate ourselves
and create our own ideals,
standards and beliefs. We need
to choose candidates individu

ally based on who most aligns
with our wants and needs. A
candidate that we believe is
capable to lead the country. A
party should be the least of our
concerns, because it depleted
our individual influence in the
voting process.
As citizens, we have the
right to vote and we need to
take this beautiful freedom
seriously. Blind party loyalty is
foolish and potentially harm
ful. We need to be indepen
dent and educated voters.
If the decision behind vot
ing is because you don’t think
you can make a difference,
this line of thought is also
dangerous. If every American
thinks in this manner, then
no you will not be able to
make a difference. Your voice
can matter if you actually
go out and vote. Individuals
together can make an impact.
Before choosing who to
vote for or whether to vote at
all, as citizens we need to truly
assess the potentials and make
our decisions responsibly.

Staying productive after the semester ends

VALLEY QUOTE

GVL EDITORIAL BOARD

Wherever intentions of the
GOP formerly stood, their
sole option appears to be the
notorious Donald Trump.
This leaves the conservative
public conflicted if they have
any heart for social justice.
To begin, I do not iden
tify as a Republican. My val
ues align much more closely
with liberals, however, I
do not preach blind party
loyalty and that seems to be
the issue at hand for many
conservative voters.
Trump is the only Re
publican. Where does that
leave the conservative voting
population? They have a few
options: 1. Vote for Trump
because you agree with him,
2. Vote for Trump to support
the GOP nominee, 3. Vote
for a candidate outside of
this party affiliation, or 4.
Not to vote at all.
If your values align with
Trump and you truly agree
with him, it would make
sense to vote for him. How
ever, I strongly urge serious

t’s that time of the
year again: the
winter semester
is over, and stu
dents are selling
their textbooks and eagerly
getting started on their sum
mer plans. For many, this may
include taking some time to
relax and recover from a chal
lenging academic year.
This past week, for ex
ample, I’ve just been visiting
family, sleeping in late and

reading books for fun. I’ve
been enjoying not having
homework and meetings, at
least for a short time. Still, at
some point or another, most
of us ultimately try to be pro
ductive during our summer
vacations. We might have a
job (or two), take classes, vol
unteer, etc. There are plenty of
things that you can do to stay
productive after finals.
First, you can always enroll
in spring or summer classes.
Doing so is great for a variety
of reasons: you can knock off a
few credits, thereby potentially
easing your workload in the
fall and winter semesters, and
you can stay mentally fresh so
that you’re prepared for a full
class load in the fall. Often
times, if you want to take a
general education course, you
can attend a community col
lege or take the course online
and transfer the credits.
Or, if you’re living in the
area, you can take certain
classes locally on campus.

That’s what I’m planning to
do. In fact, this is the first
time that I will be taking
summer courses, and I
couldn’t be more excited. I
know that it will be challeng
ing to have individual classes
packed into six-week mini
semesters, but I am eager to
be able to work intensively on
my Spanish during that time.
Of course, many of us will
be working part-time or full
time jobs during the summer,
too, which is productive in and
of itself. Now is the time to
gain some valuable work expe
rience, enhance our resumes
and save some money.
Reading is also a produc
tive pursuit. During the
school year, it can be difficult
to find time to read for fun.
Summer, though, tends to be
more flexible, so now is the
perfect time to pick up that
novel that you’ve been want
ing to read for months.
Of course, it’s important
to have fun and try new

things to broaden your
horizons during the sum
mer, too. If you have the time
and resources, traveling is
always a great option. You
can also take advantage of
all that your local area has
to offer. In West Michigan,
for example, there are plenty
of beaches nearby, and of
course the cool downtown
scene in Grand Rapids. There
is also a variety of clubs and
organizations in the area, so
there are abundant oppor
tunities to try a new hobby,
develop a new skill, do some
volunteer work, etc. All in all,
there are plenty of fun and
interesting things to do.
While it’s great to be able
to relax a bit during the sum
mer after a difficult semester,
it’s important to remain
productive, too. Luckily, there
are plenty of ways that you
can do just that. You can work
a job, read a book for fun,
take a class, travel, etc. The
opportunities are endless.

GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn’s opinion page is to act
as a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the
Grand Valley State University
community. Student opinions
published here do not
necessarily reflect those of the
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthom
aims to be a safe vehicle for
community discussion. The
Lanthorn will not publish
or entertain any forms of
hate speech, but will not
discriminate against any other
views, opinions or beliefs. The
content, information and views
expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those
of the university, its Board of
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space
permits, and are reserved
for letters to the editor only.

all other reader-generated
content can be submitted to
the Grand Valley Lanthorn’s
YourSpace page by emailing
community@lanthorn.com.
Letters to the editor should
include the author's full name
and relevant title along with a
valid email and phone number
for confirming the identity of
the author. Letters should be
approximately 500-650 words
in length, and are not edited
by the staff of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn outside of technical
errors for clarity.
To make a submission,
email at editorial@lanthorn.
com or by dropping off your
submission in person at:

0051 KIRKHOF CENTER
GRAND VALLEY STATE
UNIVERSITY
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401
616-826-8276

WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT
YOU NEED HELP SOLVING?
SEND US AN EMAIL.
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Making long distance relationships work

BY JAKE KEELEY
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM

n the past week,
I’ve had not one,
but two petty
arguments with
my longtime
girlfriend. Now, we don’t argue
often, which is why I am riled
up. I notice that oftentimes
coaches or teachers employ
the 24-hour rule, meaning
any concerns should be kept
to oneself for at least 24 hours
in order to eliminate any
confrontations brought upon
by anger. In this case I will be

n

employing the 24-second rule,
meaning I am expressing my
concern right now.
The problem with a
long distance relationship
is everything. Don’t get me
wrong, I love my girlfriend,
but you’re lying to yourself if
you can’t recall a time when
you and your significant
other were not on the same
page. Unfortunately, in a
long distance relationship,
every argument is tenfold
what it would be normally.
Myself, I have no problem
with yelling and screaming.
My girlfriend would much
rather handle things in a more
civil way, hence the term “bet
ter half’ but I don’t think you
can enjoy the highs without
experiencing the lows. If you’re
allowed to jump up and down
and scream when you’re happy,
then I’m allowed to express my
anger in a similar fashion.
Unfortunately, that’s hard
to do over the phone. There
are only so many exclama
tion points a person can send

before the point is moot. Why
don’t I just call? Because the
only time arguments occur
is when I’m with my friends.
Nothing like getting razzed
by your friends while you
stick your finger in your ear to
drown out the noise.
That’s not even the worst
of it though, you might just
get ignored. Think of this sce
nario. You’re in a face-to-face
conversation with someone
and you simply decide to stop
responding. They talk, you
just don’t answer. Confused,
they say another sentence,
only to look upon your blank
stare, lips unmoved. That
person would probably think
something is wrong with you.
Yet not only is that abstract
idea totally commonplace
when texting, it’s the worst.
Still, perhaps the worst
thing about a long distance
relationship is the different
friend group. Sure, I enjoy
hanging out and meeting
new people, but the fact of
the matter remains that I’m

here artificially. They are
all great people, but I am
simply an extension of my
girlfriend. If it wasn’t for
her, we wouldn’t be hanging
out. It doesn’t matter how
many random Saturdays
I see them, there’s only a
certain level of friendship
that can be obtained.
The benefits of long dis
tance relationships? Literally
nothing. They say absence
makes the heart grow fonder.
Well, I would love to converse
with the person that coined
that phrase. That’s the key to a
healthy marriage, right? “Well
we’re still in love after all these
years because we don’t see
each other for six months out
of the year.” As a matter of fact
there are several people whom
I had love for that I hardly
even talk to anymore because
I don’t see them.
Still, the heart wants what
the heart wants, and couple
of hours shouldn’t factor in
to whether or not you should
date someone.
♦ ♦
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GV places in top 50 at RecycleMania
Over 13,400 pounds of waste recycled this spring
BY KYLE BINDAS
KBINDAS@LANTHORN.COM

ith sustainability as one
of Grand Valley State
University’s seven core
values, the university
takes recycling and sus
tainability very seriously. This year,
GVSU lived up that core value by
placing 47th in RecycleMania.
RecycleMania is an annual com
petition among schools around the
country to see which institution
can practice the best sustainabil
ity habits. I here are several catego
ries in the contest, such as the per
capita classic, waste minimization,
and several other categories for re
cycling different material types, as
well as an overall grand champion.
Out of a total of 140 schools, this
year GVSU ranked 15th in recy
cling food service organics nation
wide, and was highest ranked in the
state for this category. This category
was a measurement of organic food
waste and anything organic that

was handled alongside food that
was donated, recycled or compos
ted during the contest. The judging
period was between January 21 and
March 31. During this time, the
GVSU recycling program, facilities
services, the Office of Sustainability
and students worked hard to recy
cle as much as they could. A total of
13,494 pounds-per capita of food
waste was recycled by the school
during the competition.
RecycleMania was led by the
facilities services department, but
was a combined effort by a variety
of organizations on campus.
“I work with the sustainability of
fice too, so student groups are aware
and can help with recycling (and)
composting,” said Janet Aubil, opera
tions supervisor of facilities services.
“The food service company also helps
as much as they can to make sure all
their stuff goes into compost, which is
our largest source of composting.”
Student involvement is a big part
of GVSUs sustainability practices,
and Lakers helped contribute to GV
SU s recycling success this year.

“We are very fortunate to have
a lot of student involvement in sus
tainability in general, and in Recy
cleMania specifically,” said Yumiko
Jakobcic, campus sustainability co
ordinator. “There are groups like
the Student Environmental Coali
tion and the Green Team who help
to sort waste during RecycleMania,
and also during sporting events.”
In addition to scoring highly in
the food services organics category,
GVSU placed 47th out of 204 for the
overall grand championship. This is
the seventh year that GVSU has par
ticipated in the competition.
Events like RecycleMania help
promote GVSUs message of sus
tainability for the future, and its
dedication to recycling.
“We want to have a good place
for us and our future generations
and if we can help teach students,
faculty to recycle and make it a nor
mal part of their lives, it will just
benefit everyone in the long run,”
Aubil said. “That is why we do the
Zero Waste football games and
RecycleMania. Organizations at

A FULFILLING
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TAKING THE TRASH OUT: GVSU students helping to sort waste at the Lubbers
Cup. GVSU placed 47th in RecycleMania this year. COURTESY I YUMIKO JAKOBCIC

Grand Valley are continuing to im
prove their efforts in sustainability.”
Aubil is open to suggestions
from students, faculty and staff for
how to keep momentum going for
next year and to place even higher.

Jf' ■

“I really look for and welcome
any group on campus to help with
these competitions too,” she said.
I-! GOTO:
www.gvsu.9du/sustainability
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GEORGE AND BARBARA GORDON GALLERY
Painting over 2,500 works of art throughout his
life, Mathias J. Alten is a celebrated American artist in
which Grand Valley State University holds the largest
public collection of in the world.
The collection consists of more than 70 paintings
along with a family archive collection of photos and
letters. Alten began as a naturalistic painter, but he
later transitioned into impressionism.
George Gordon and Barbara Gordon decided to
donate the entire collection to GVSU in 1999, but the
works are added annually to keep up-to-date.
Located in the George and Barbara Gordon Gallery
of the DeVos Center, which is on the Pew Campus, the
event occurs throughout the month on weekends of
May 13 until May 21.
From 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., the gallery is free and open
to the public.

GV students work at international
Cannes Film Festival in France
BY ASHLYN KORIENEK
LAKERLIFE@LANTHORN.COM

cting as one of the most
prominent faculty-led and
student sanctioned event
management programs in
ternationally, Grand Valley
State University selected 16 Hospitality and
Tourism Management (HTM) students to
attend the 69th annual Festival de Cannes.
Providing the chance to coordi
nate events and run press panels at the
American Pavilion, the festival is one
way for HTM students to gain experi
ence working with various country’s
pavilions and private companies show
cased at the Marche du Film.
Founded in 1946, the Cannes Film
Festival is an exclusive international cel
ebration of new films from every genre,
attracting thousands of people around
the globe. For 2016, the festival will
span from May 11 to May 22 at the Pal
ais des Festivals et des Congr£s conven
tion center in Cannes, France.
The students departed from Grand
Rapids on May 7 and return May 23.
"My goal was to immerse event
management students into an inter
national experience that would give
them a cultural perspective,” said Lorie
Tuma, assistant professor in the HTM
department at GVSU. “The program
has evolved over the past six years, ex
panding in size and levels of responsi-

GVSU FARMERS MARKET GRILL CHALLENGE
Starting on June 1, the opening day Grill Challenge
with President Thomas Haas and his wife, Marcia Haas,
will host the Grand Valley State University Farmers
Market summer Grill Challenge. Those competing will
fire up the grill for their best summer recipe.
Andy Beachnau, associate vice provost and
director of Housing and Health Services, along with
Facilities Services staff are involved. The challenge
begins at 11:30 a.m. until 1 p.m.
Attendees will be able to purchase a lunch of
each recipe, and vote for a favorite. In addition, a
free celebration dessert will be provided to all mar
ket customers to celebrate the 10th GVSU Farmers
Market season. All proceeds benefit the Children’s
Enrichment Center and GVSU Student Food Pantry.
The event is first come, first served.
Those interested can register to attend at www.
gvsu.edu/sprout.
SUMMER ARTICLE DISCUSSIONS ABOUT GLOBAL
LEARNING AT GV
Starting in May, the Association of American
Colleges and Universities will host discussions about
global learning at Grand Valley State University.
On May 10, the “Faculty Leadership for Integrative
Liberal Learning" details principles and practices to
prepare students for applied learning into complex
challenges in life and future careers. Each event is
from noon until 1 p.m.
On May 17. the "Seminal Articles About Global
Learning” report includes case studies and lessons
learned from faculty across the country.
Then on May 25, the "Everyone Starts with an A”
discussion about how to apply behavioral insight to
narrow the socioeconomic attainment gap of education,
details evidence-based ways to improve student learning
through cognitive biases and environmental factors.
The discussions for June and July will be posted
under “Upcoming Events” on the AACU website.
All sessions will be held in 3068 Zumberge Hall on
the Allendale Campus. Those attending should bring a
lunch, but the advisers will provide tea and cookies.

bility. As the industry has changed, the
curriculum has changed as well.”
In 2010, Tuma created the Cannes Film
Festival International trip while she was an
instructor at Central Michigan University.
During the selection process, stu
dents were interviewed in accordance
with the American Pavilion, which acts
as the center of activity at the Cannes
Film Festival. Tuma said those who
passed the first round continued on
with training and preparatory work.
“For me, the best part is seeing the
transition my students make during
their time in Cannes,” Tuma said. “They
get on the airplane in Michigan as young
people with varied and limited experi
ences, and when they return home, they

are mature, cultured professionals. I
truly believe this experience is magical.”
Amanda Baarman, GVSU student in
the HTM program, was selected last year
to experience GVSUs 2015 Cannes Film
Festival trip. For Baarman, the most prom
inent challenge during the trip was moving
past communication barriers and becom
ing more accustomed to French culture.
“This was my first time in Europe and I
was timid about traveling with the commu
nication barrier,” she said. “There were so
many opportunities at festival, but it was up
to us to make those opportunities happen.”
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE

COMMUNITY

Occupational program transitions special needs students
BY KATE BRANUM
KBRANUM@LANTHORN.COM

ndependence is
often viewed as
a vital factor to
surviving dayto-day life. To
each individual, this concept
is understood differently. For
the young adults in the Com

PLANNING FOR SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISING
WORKSHOP
Located at the Grand Valley State University
Johnson Center for Philanthropy, the "Planning for
Successful Fundraising” workshop encompasses prop
er organization for creating a fundraising program.
In addition, the program offers an overview of why
planning is important to successful fundraising, including
the basic steps to create a fund development plan.
For the public, the cost is $55 and free for GVSU
students and staff. The event is from 1 p.m. until 4 p.m.
Visit www.johnsoncenter.org for more information.
Any questions about the workshop should be sent
to collvers@gvsu.edu. Registration on the Johnson
Center website is required.

munity Transition Campus
program, gaining indepen
dence is the key component
in shaping their futures.
The Community Tran
sition
Campus program
(CTC), formerly known as
Community-Based Occupa
tional Training, has existed
in the Eberhard Center of
downtown Grand Rapids

since 1988. The program fo
cuses on mentoring students
from the ages of 18 and 26
who live with disabilities.
The focus of the pro
gram is geared toward
teaching life skills, includ
ing: Vocational training,
job skills, resume building
and time management.
CTC students have the

opportunity to volunteer
at various businesses in the
community to gain work ex
perience. Past students have
worked at places such as
Family Dollar, Panera Bread,
Mercy Health and Mary Free
Bed Rehabilitation Hospital.
In the past, each participant
would complete all communi
ty work collectively at each lo
cation, regardless of personal
preference. Three years ago,
the CTC program adopted
the “Empowerment Model”
which is a method of learning
guiding students to use per
sonal reflection to decide and
take control of their futures.
Recently, the program
has become much more in
dividualized. CTC students
work alongside education
training specialists to de
termine the locations they
desire to work at, and based
on personal interests.
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com

MENTORS: The participants in the Community Transition Campus Program at GVSU pose for a photo.
The program helps young adults with disabilities gain independence. COURTESY I KATHRYN CIUNGAN
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GV saxophone studio spreads their love of music
BY CLAIRE FISHER
ARTS@LANTHORN.COM

OUTREACH: Lewis Russell and Melissa Campbell perform with their
saxophone quartet at Berkshire Middle School,

FILM FESTIVAL: The student participants in the 2016 Cannes Film Festival in France pose
for a photo before their trip. The group left for the trip on May 7. COURTESY I LORIE TUMA^
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raveling around the state,
performing for young mu
sic students and answering
some outrageous questions,
the saxophone studio at
Grand Valley State University is continu
ing their work this summer with an out
reach tour for elementary school, middle
school and high school band programs.
“A lot of this tour is just making (the
students’) time in band seem more valu
able and anything we can do to help
them enjoy music will by extension
help them enjoy learning it,” said senior
saxophone student Karsten Wimbush.
“And that’s what we want to do, we want
to be able to inspire students.”

Reaching approximately 2,400 stu
dents with 20 performances, the three
quartets that make up the saxophone
studio at GVSU (Yavin IV, GQ and Ju
bilee) will play for students, work with
sections of the band and answer any
questions the students might have.
The tour will bring music to band
students and also culminate what the
saxophone studio has been working
on this school year.
“The tour brings together all the differ
ent aspects of what were studying,” Wim
bush said. “It brings together the perfor
mance aspect of things, the teaching aspect
of things, the classroom management por
tion of it, getting exposure to students. We
get exposure not only for our performance
skills, but also being advocates for music.”
Wimbush said his quartet worked to

set the program for the performances
by trying to make the music exciting,
valuable and accessible for students. To
demonstrate the importance of scales
and arpeggios, Wimbush said his quar
tet played a piece which heavily relied
on these.
“(Scales and arpeggios) are things that
normally students in high school and
middle school just hate,” Wimbush said.
“We can demonstrate a piece both with
and without the scales and arpeggios. And
when we take away those really intense and
rapid fire scales and arpeggios, all of the
sudden the piece just loses all of its power.”
*1
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WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to bike riding.
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i* two GV SOFTBALL PLAY
ERS NAMED ALL-MIDWEST
REGION SECOND TEAM
Grand Valley State’s Ellie
_ Balbach and Kaylie Rhynard
were both awarded with Allidwest Region Second Team
onors on May 6. This is the first
*. *3ime either player has received
• ^ll-region honors, but both play*ers were also named All-GLIAC
First Team this season.
\
Balbach is slashing a .344
atting average, which leads
e team. She is also leading
tie team in hits, doubles and
^slugging percentage.
- Balbach’s contributions are
‘also coming from the mound,
where she is 7-3 and posting a
3.04 ERA in 83 innings this year.
.
Just behind Balbach is
Rhynard, who is batting .340
r' with 55 hits on the season.
'* Rhynard is also a perfect
n .te-for-18 in stolen bases this
\ season. Her contributions from
n‘* behind the plate include a .992
’ fielding percentage in 49 starts
<4i as a catcher.
‘ Rhynard and Balbach played
integral roles in GVSU’s recent
win in the Midwest Regional 1
’■* Championship, which was held
of in Indianapolis on May 5-7.
Rhynard and Balbach
'• Will be back in action at the
Midwest Super Regional
Tournament hosted by Wayne
State on May 11-12.

MATT WILLIAMS AMONG
FINALISTS FOR BRETT
TOMKO AWARD
Grand Valley State pitcher
* Matt Williams is one of 41
"finalists for the Brett Tomko
. Division II Pitcher of the Year
award. The award is given to
v the best pitcher in the nation
jn the Division II level.
Williams has the highest
number of saves along with
. the lowest earned run average among the finalists for the
, award. He has notched 14 saves
and 3 wins so far this year with
a 0.29 ERA.
,
Williams has logged 30.2
innings on the season, striking out 44 batters in that time.
Opponents are batting a mere
,,, 082 against him.
Along with being an, ;.,nounced a finalist for the Brett
Tomko award, Williams was
. • named GVSU Student-Athlete
m of the Week.
,r
The winner of the Brett
Tomko award will be announced
y on June 6 following the Division
j II National Championship game.

SOFTBALL

Champions in Indy
GV takes four of five in double
elimination tournament
BY ALEX EISEN
AEISEN@LANTHORN.COM

ky high into foul ter
ritory. When the ball
finally came down,
the Grand Valley
State softball team
threw its gloves up in celebration.
The fourth-seeded Lakers won
the Midwest Regional 1 Champi
onship in Indianapolis by show
ing a lot of heart in four nail-bit
ing victories from May 5-7.
GVSU started the weekend
with a unique 4-3 walk-off win
over fifth-seeded Southern Indi
ana, but dropped into the elimi
nation bracket after losing to up
set-minded, eight seed Trevecca
Nazarene by a score of 5-1.
The Lakers topped the hosts and
top seed (No. 2 nationally) Univer
sity of Indianapolis, 5-4, to stay alive
and then faced Trevecca Nazarene
in a pair of win-or-go-home games
for the championship on May 7.
Revenge was sweet. GVSU took
game one 4-2 and punched its tick
et to the Midwest Super Regional
with a 2-1 victory in the rematch.
“We are feeling pretty good
right now - a lot of smiles,” said
GVSU head coach Dana Callihan.
“Gutsy. Teamwork. Resilience. We
did what we needed to do.”
The double elimination region
al portion of the NCAA Division
II Tournament didn’t start as well
as it finished for the Lakers.
Junior pitcher Ellie Balbach sur
rendered a run in the first and third
inning to Southern Indiana and
GVSU’s offense was nonexistent.

The Lakers went 10 up and 10 down
before sophomore Kaylie Rhynard
laid down a bunt single to break up
Sarah Owens’ perfect game bid.
Senior clean-up hitter McKenze Supernaw eventually drove
Rhynard home on a line drive to
center and freshman Shannon
Flaherty tied the score later in the
inning on an infield single.
“Hits are so contagious,” Rhy
nard said. “Mac (Supernaw) had a
hug at-bat, she probably saw over 10
pitches, and came up big. After get
ting the first run from that hit, then
it was like everybody started hitting.”
The Lakers took a 3-2 lead in
the fifth inning when Horvath
scored from second base on a
sacrifice bunt combined with an
error on throw to first base.
Balbach was replaced in the circle
by senior Sara Andrasik in the sev
enth inning after the first two South
ern Indiana batters reached base on
a fielding error and a bunt single.
Another Screaming Eagles
base hit and GLVC Player of the
Year Haley Hodges came to the
plate with the bases loaded and
nobody out. Hodges shattered
Southern Indiana’s school record
this year for most home runs (22)
and RBIs (71) in a single season.
“It was definitely intense to
watch,” Balbach said. “Nerve-racking
because I couldn’t do anything about
it. But, at the same time, I was able to
trust my teammates even more.”
Andrasik held Hodges to a RBI
sacrifice fly, then a failed suicide
squeeze and a groundout keep the
SEE SOFTBALL | A8

CONTACT: Teagan Shomin keeps her eye on the ball in a April 23 victory at home
over Walsh. The Lakers won four out of five games on May 5-7. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF

TRACK AND FIELD

GV 2016 ATHLETICS HALL OF
FAME CLASS ANNOUNCED
Six individuals will be
inducted into the Grand Valley
State Athletics Hall of Fame
Class of 2016.
GVSU Athletic Director
Jim Selgo announced the six
J»t|lumni on May 5. The inductees
include: Julia Braseth (wornen’s basketball 2003-07); Icis
'Charles (track 2000-03); Sue
Christenson (women's soccer
, 2004-07); Jason Jamerson
(men’s basketball 2004;„c. .08); Brent Lesniak (football
1999-2002) and Melissa Sager
(softball 1998-2001).
t<(. ’
Braseth played 119 career
• A. games for the Lakers, helping the
,■ , team to a National Championship
t\,;4n the 2005-06 season.
. .
Charles was a six-time AllAmerican during her time on
, the GVSU track and field team.
Christenson followed Charles as a
two-time First-Team All-American
during her time with the Lakers.
Jamerson is the all-time leader
for three-pointers made in a ca
reer and in a season for GVSU.
- Lesniak tallied 15 career
100-yard rushing games and
was a part of the 2002 National
Championship team.
!
Sager holds the highest bat
ting average in GVSU history with
a .494 average in the 1999 season.
The 2016 class will be in
ducted on Oct. 14 at the Hall of
Fame banquet.

LOOKING ON: Krista Nauseda plans her attack at the Al Owens Classic held at GVSU on April 22-23. The Laker men and women both finished with 183.5 points on their
way to conference titles at the 2016 GLIAC Outdoor Championship at Ferris State Universirty on May 4-6, and is one of three events left this year, gvl | LUKE holmes

BY JACOB ARVIDSON
JARVIDSON@LANTHORN.COM

he Grand Valley State track and
field teams comfortably swept the
2016 GLIAC Outdoor Champion
ships hosted by Ferris State Uni
versity from May 4-6.
The Laker men finished with 183.5 points,
beating out Tiffin (155) to claim their third
straight GLIAC title. The women gathered
183.5 points over the course of the three-day
meet, finishing ahead of Hillsdale (110.1) to
win their 17th consecutive GLIAC crown.
“The team fought for every little bit and
when things didn’t go our way, we were able
to refocus on the next event and fight for ev
ery point,” said GVSU senior Darien Thornton.
“The team showed a lot of heart this weekend.”
Seniors like Thornton get to leave GLIAC
competition on a high note.
“It means everything to win the conference
title my last year,” Thornton said. “Since the
tradition of winning (the GLIAC) is pretty
strong, you never want to be the senior class
that doesn’t end up winning."
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The men hit 13 provisional qualifying
marks to go along with one automatic mark,
and the women hit 23 provisional marks, in
cluding a GVSU record in the 200-meter dash.
“It’s one of my goals to run a 23-second
200, even if it’s 23.99,” said sophomore Angie
Ritter in a December 2015 interview. “Just to
hear I ran a 23 would be awesome.”
She reached that goal in the 200-meter dash
preliminary race on May 5.
Ritter’s pace blew away the rest of the competi
tion. She crossed the line in 23.87 seconds, easily
beating out Ashland’s Lauren Ellsworth (24.42).
Ritter’s mark broke Kalena Franklin’s time of 24.07
seconds set in 2014. Ritter went on to finish first
in the 200-meter dash finals with a time of 24.63.
“It’s a feeling that can’t be explained,” Ritter
said. “Honestly, I had no idea I had that in me. The
weather was perfect, so that helped, but the com
petition was even better and I knew I had to show
up to defend my titles from last year. I feel like I
took it for granted in the moment, but now look
ing back, I’m so grateful for everyone that helped
get me there. It’s an amazing accomplishment.”
Thornton’s hammer throw was the high
light on the men’s side. His heave of 67.9 me

ters took first place and earned him yet anoth
er automatic qualifying mark in the event, but
Thornton knows he can throw much farther.
“It gives me a lot of confidence that I can
have an off day and still throw an automatic
qualifying mark,” he said. “It gives me that con
fidence to know I will be able to take a crack at
the national meet record in three weeks.”
GVSU’s women’s pole vault team took first,
second, third and fifth, with all four Lakers
earning provisional marks. Jaime Roberts
took first by clearing the bar at 3.98 meters,
followed by Krista Nauseda (3.88), Whitney
Bice (3.73) and Skylar Schoen (3.73).
The women’s 400-meter hurdles produced two
strong performances by GVSU. Jessica O’Connell
took second with a personal best of 1:00.53 to
earn a provisional mark. Eskolunbe Puente fin
ished fifth and earned a provisional mark as well.
Sean Wells took first in the men’s 110-meter hurdles, cruising to victory in 14.12 sec
onds to earn a provisional mark.
No provisional marks were reached in the men’s
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PENDULUM: Brent Marshall hits a putt at Meadows Golf Course on April 5.
The Lakers finished 13th at the NCAA Super Regionals. GVl I LUKE holmes

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM A7

score tied at three.
In the bottom half, Owens
lost her command in the circle
and issued three straight walks.
Rhynard stepped in and
stood still. Ball one. Ball two.
Ball three... Pitching change.
“I’ve never seen it before
- especially with (the pitcher
brought in) being at first base
- she didn’t even have time to
warm up,” Callihan said. “It was
a gutsy call on their coach’s part
and it worked in our favor.”
Ball four. Rhynard took
the free pass for the rare
walk-off walk.
“It’s really... unheroic, but
I was ready to hit,” Rhynard
said. “The other pitcher came
in and she had to throw me a
strike. Even if she had thrown
a strike, I still might have taken
one more (pitch) just because
of the situation we were in.”
GVSU squared off against
Trevecca Nazarene the next
morning for a spot in the re
gional championship game.

In the first round, the Trojans
outlasted top seed UIndy in a
nine inning, 2-1 pitching duel
led by senior ace Haley Fagan.
Fagan picked up right
where she left off throwing
a complete game, two-hitter
in a 5-1 victory over the Lak
ers. GVSU had its chances to
rattle Fagan, but left a total of
eight runners on base.
The defeat moved the
Lakers into the elimination
bracket to face the other star
senior pitcher in the regional
- UIndy’s Morgan Foley, a
top 10 finalist for the Schutt
Sports/NFCA Division II Na
tional Player of the Year.
Surprisingly, an intense
back-and-forth
offensive
showdown ensued.
GVSU’s
upperclassmen
came out swinging and weren’t
afraid of Foley’s incredible
numbers (40-3, 0.74 ERA)
having beat Foley twice in four
occasions over her career.
“Having prior experience
against her helped, but it’s
mostly just a mindset,” said
junior Jenna Lenza. “You go
in thinking you’ll get a hit

he Grand Valley State
mens golf team conclud
ed its season from May
2-4 at the 2016 NCAA
Super Regionals, falling
just short of qualifying for nationals.
The Lakers competed throughout the
three-day tournament at the Meadows
Golf Course in Allendale, but their
score of 922 (+42) was not enough.
The top five universities from
each super region advanced to the
national tournament. The Midwest
Region was hosted by Grand Valley
State, but was also home to nine na
tionally ranked universities the Lak
ers had to compete against.
The Lakers dropped nine spots
in the leaderboard during the final
back nine to finish in 13th place.
GVSU ended nine strokes away
from qualifying for nationals.

off her and you will.”
Supernaw and junior Janae
Langs provided clutch RBI
hits in the first two innings,
but UIndy responded each
time to even the score. Tagged
with both earned runs, soph
omore pitcher Courtney Re
inhold lasted 2.1 innings be
fore Andrasik took over.
Tied at 2-2 through four
frames, GVSU strung together
five positive at-bats in fifth in
ning. Lenza broke the tie on a
double off the wall, Supernaw
knocked in her second RBI of
the game on a single and Balbach reached on a liner the sec
ond basemen couldn’t handle
to give the Lakers a 5-2 lead.
UIndy fought back with two
runs in the top of the sixth, but
the Greyhounds were denied
the lead on a leaping catch at
the wall by left fielder Kelsey
Dominguez to bring back a
three-run home run.
Andrasik pitched GVSU’s
only 1-2-3 inning of the con
test in the seventh to set up a
rematch between the Lakers
and Trevecca Nazarene.
“I’m ecstatic right now, it’s

Lakers miss nationals berth
after tough final round

The tournament was much closer
than the final leaderboard showed.
The Lakers found themselves in fourth
place with a few strokes of breath
ing room entering the last four holes
on the final round. GVSU was eyeing
a trip to Colorado before the tourna
ment slipped through their hands.
“A little bit of nerves, a little bit of
inexperience, and a little bit of bad
weather can make the leaderboards
go pretty insane sometimes. We just
got the bad end of it this time,” said
sophomore Domenic Mancinelli.
Head coach Gary Bissell believes
the pressure of competing in close
competition is an essential part of the
game. Pressure is an area of the game
that every golfer must learn at some
point in their career. Bissell is certain
his team will learn that too, in time.
“We may have put too much pres
sure on ourselves during the last few
holes,” said junior Alex Nannetti.
“All we really needed to do was keep

the only way to describe it,”
Andrasik said. “Coming off
a really good win, we need
to ride that into tomorrow
and pull out two more wins,
which I think we will.”
There was no surprise that
Fagan took the ball in both
games for Trevecca Nazarene.
Meanwhile, Callihan turned to
GLLAC Freshman of the Year
Allison Lipovsky even though
she hadn’t pitched in a game
since April 19 due to an injury.
Lipovsky struggled to throw
strikes at times, but settled in to
throw a complete game giving
up two runs on three hits. Hav
ing seen Fagan the day before,
the Lakers locked in at the plate
for four runs on nine hits.
The Lakers biggest scare
came in the bottom of sixth
leading 2-1. The Trojans
loaded the base with no outs,
but Lipovsky worked out of
it by only giving up the tying
run on a sacrifice fly.
In the top of the seventh,
GVSU caught a break with
two batters reaching base
on fielding errors. Supernaw
made Trevecca Nazarene pay

doing what we did all round and we
would have been fine.”
The Lakers set themselves up for
success in the first couple days, as they
were in fourth place after day one, hav
ing shot a +11. They finished day two
in seventh place after shooting a +17, a
position they felt comfortable compet
ing from entering the final round.
Nannetti stepped up once again for
the Lakers and led the team in scor
ing with a 225 (+12), including an
even first round. Nannetti, who had a
breakout junior campaign, showcased
a strong performance putting all week
and managed to hold rounds together.
Senior Chris Beltzer, who graduat
ed just before the tournament, finished
his career with the Lakers by scoring
second for his team with a 229 (+16).
Mancinelli and freshman Alex Scott
finished up the scoring for the Lakers.
Bissell believes the Lakers’ youth

with a RBI double to left cen
ter and Balbach added an in
surance run on a ground out.
“We were very opportu
nistic,” Callihan said. “We
executed when we needed to
and capitalized on the things
that we could control.”
In the second game, Re
inhold put aside her rough
outing against UIndy the day
before and pitched five solid
innings, allowing just three
hits and one earned run.
Sophomore Teagan Shomin’s broke the 0-0 stalemate
in GVSU’s favor with her third
home run of the season. Excite
ment was in the air as she fist
pumped rounding first base.
“I didn’t really see it go
over the fence,” Shomin
said. “But, I heard every
one else and I knew.”
Trevecca Nazarene hit a
solo home run of its own in
the fifth inning to tie the score.
But, as it would turn out, that
would be the last hit for the
Trojans on their season.
GVSU played small ball in
the sixth to scrap out the win
ning run. Langs led off with a

SEE GOLF | A9

bunt single, stole second base,
advanced to third on a fielder’s
choice and successful crashed
into the catcher covering home
plate on a suicide squeeze to
give the Lakers a hard fought,
manufactured second run.
There was no late life for
the Trevecca Nazarene like
in the first game as Andrasik
tossed two 1-2-3 innings in
relief of Reinhold. A tower
ing foul out to Supernaw in
front of the Lakers’ dugout
sealed the victory, 2-1.
“I’m just so happy, there is
nothing but happy thoughts
going through my mind
right now,” Shomin said.
“There is a lot of love on this
bus right now. It’s amazing
and I’m so proud of us.”
GVSU is one of 16 Divi
sion II teams left with na
tional championship aspi
rations. They will travel to
Detroit to challenge GLIAC
champions and third-seeded
Wayne State in a best twoout-of-three Super Regional
series on May 11 and 12. The
winner advances to the Col
lege World Series in Denver.
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LAKER EFFECT

Dynamic Duo
Two GV athletes take home
GLIAC Commissioner’s Award
BY JOSH PIECK
JPEICK@LANTHORN.COM

POSSESSION: Carlyn Shisler dodges a defender in a 19-2 win over Lake Erie on April 29 at home. 6VSU notched wins over
McKendree and Findlay for their fourth straight GLIAC Tournament Championship on May 6 and May 8. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF

An unforgiving host
GV handles two conference foes in weekend tourney
BY MASON TRONSOR
MTRONSOR@LANTHORN.COM

he Grand Valley State
lacrosse team defended
both its home field as
well as the conference
tournament title defeat
ing the Findlay Oilers 20-10 on May 8.
The Lakers handled McKen
dree in their first tournament
game, 19-8 on May 6.
The Lakers (15-4) continue to
add to their GLIAC dominance.
Not only has the program won four
straight regular season conference
titles, they now add four straight
tournament titles to the trophy case.
“Winning the conference is al
ways our first goal,” said GVSU
head coach Alicia Groveston.
“(Athletic director Tim) Selgo has
done an excellent job of telling us
we can’t look past anything. We
have to win our conference first
and anything that happens after
that is icing on the cake.”
The Lakers made short work of the
Bearcats in the semifinal matchup to
set up the title game. GVSU jumped
out to a 13-2 first half lead against
McKendree, and much of the second
half was spent on a running clock.
Danielle Tununell led the way with
four goals, while Meghan Datema,
Erika Neumen and Kira Dosenberry
each recorded a hat trick.
Juniors Tunnell and Neumen led
the conference regular season and

TRACK
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5,000-meter run, but the Lakers still took
three of the top four spots. Zach Pan
ning edged out teammate Bryce Brad
ley to take first with a time of 14:49.77.
Bradley took second (14:50.31) and
Chris May took fourth (14:54.82).
Ethan Barnes took first place in
the men’s 800-meter run with a time
of 1:54.15. The time wasn’t enough
for a provisional mark, but that
wasn’t a concern for Barnes.

tournament champs. Both players
recorded hat tricks in the title game,
and Tunnell’s performance was all
over the place in the best way possi
ble. She finished with five goals and
three assists in the title game and
nine total goals in the tournament.
“We have really been working
in practice on clearing lanes,” Tun
nel! said. “So I could not have done
it without my teammates. They all
cleared the lane and its just wide
open for me to make plays.”
The championship game was typ
ical underdog versus favorite tale of
the tape. GVSU came in as the con
ference regular season champs and
the No. 1 seed. The Oilers were the
three seed, which meant they had to
play and win an extra game to meet
the Lakers in the title game. GVSU
received a first-round bye.
The game went back and forth
like a pendulum, and neither team
could keep control of the game. At
the half, GVSU led 10-7, but the
Oilers didn’t go away easily.
“We finished our mission against
a very talented Findlay team,”
Groveston said. “They did really
well and gave us a serious fight for
a long time and then we just started
to pull away, so it feels really good.”
GVSU turned on the gas in the
second half, outscoring the Oilers
10-3. The charge began with junior
Ryan Skomial scoring two early
goals in the second half to ener
gize the Lakers. GVSU outshot the
Oilers 31-20. Nine different Lakers

scored at least one goal.
The Lakers also were able to
bring back the faceoff draws. The
Oilers controlled the faceoff circle in
the first half, but in the second half,
the Lakers pulled away with a 50plus percent possession rate.
The defense made multiple
stands as well, thanks to senior de
fenseman Caitlin Wojichowski and
sophomore goalie Brianna DeMilla,
who made multiple highlight saves.
“The second half we anticipated
better,” Wojichowski said. “Our com
munication wasn’t really there today
so we just had to focus on what other
teammates would do. In the first half
we let them dance around on the out
side, but in the second half we really
brought the pressure.”
The Lakers are a fairly young
team, consisting of only six seniors
on the roster. For those seniors how
ever, winning the tournament title
and continuing the winning tradition
at GVSU is something to be proud of.
GVSU now awaits its fate with the
Division II selection committee. The
Lakers will try to become the first
North Region school west of New
York to qualify for the NCAA Divi
sion II Tournament The Lakers were
ranked fifth in the most recent NCAA
regional rankings heading into the
conference championship game.
“I think every year we only get
better,” Groveston said. “As a result, I
think we have earned that route too.
Playing well through our difficult
schedule definitely shows that.”

“Each roce plan looks a little bit
different,” he said. “The race plan this
week was simply to go and win, so I
was not concerned with the time. The
goal was to stay as fresh as possible in
case I was needed for the 4x400.”
The Lakers will head home to
host the GVSU Last Chance Meet
from May 13-14 as a few athletes try
to earn a last-second spot at the na
tional meet. The NCAA Division II
National Championships will be held
May 26-28 in Bradenton, Florida,
hosted by the University of Tampa.

n the sports world, suc
cess in the classroom
can sometimes be over
shadowed by how an
athlete performs on the
field. The GLIAC Commissioner’s
Award is given to athletes who excel
in the classroom and on the field.
Two Grand Valley State student
athletes received the award for the
2016 spring season. Ethan Barnes
(track and field) and Gianni Ferrero
(swimming) were presented with
the award for their work in the class
room and their respective sports.
Barnes, a senior, led GVSU track
and field as one of the top distance
runners on the team. He finished
in first place in the 800-meter and
distance medley relay at the GLIAC
Championships, but his contribu
tions didn’t stop there.
He led the team to a fifth-place fin
ish in the NCAA Division II Indoor
National Championships. Barnes
finished third in the 800-meter and
contributed in an eighth-place finish
in the distance medley relay.
“Over the course of his whole
career, (Barnes) has been a steady
person that has been at the na
tional championships continu
ously,” said GVSU track and field
coach Jerry Baltes. “He puts him
self in a position to score and
helps the team at a high level.”
Barnes’s success in the class
room was similar to his suc
cess on the track. He finished
the year with a 3.91 GPA while
majoring in integrated sciences.
Barnes was able to maintain a
high GPA by balancing time be
tween athletics and academics.
“The biggest thing was taking
advantage of time when I had
time. It’s so easy in college to just
sleep in, but it’s taking advantage
of the time you have in order to
be successful,” Barnes said.
His leadership on and off the field
was vital for the track and field team,
which has several young athletes.

SUCCESS: Ethan Barnes looks on while Gianni Ferrero comes up for air. The
pair had success on and off the field this year, gvl I KEVIN sielaff, emily frye
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and inexperience led to a com
mon theme throughout the
tournament: the inability to
Finish rounds. Inexperience
aside, the Lakers golfed in poor
weather conditions.
“With the weather the way
it was, you’re going to hit some
bad shots here and there,” Nannetti said. “Collectively as a
group, we didn’t do a good job

of recovering from those shots
or tough breaks and it happened
at a critical part of the round.”
Nearly every individual’s score
was higher in the final round, a di
rect result of the weather. In just a
day, the weather went from a calm,
sunny and 65 degrees to a miser
able, rainy and windy day with the
windchill well into the 30s.
Bissell went as far as to say it
may have been the worst condi
tions he has seen on a course.
“It was as bad as it gets,” Bissell
said. “But it’s not an excuse because
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everyone had to play in it.”
I his close tournament loss
will loom in the n^nds of the
Lakers, but will keep them hun
gry for a potential big year in
2017. All in all, Bissell found that
this year was a success in the de
velopment of many players.
GVSU just missed out on a
chance at nationals this season,
but the future is bright for the
young Laker team. The Lakers
have four All-Conference players
returning and are already looking
forward to next year’s challenge.
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“He does a great job of lead
ing by example, doing everything
right in every step of the way,
and making good life choices to
put himself in a good position to
be successful,” Baltes said.
That same leadership was
shown by Ferrero on the GVSU
swimming and diving team. Fer
rero was one of few seniors on the
team and led the Lakers to a suc
cessful year in the pool.
“'This year he set himself apart
from other years," said GVSU
swimming and diving coach Andy
Boyce. “He has always been one of
the top guys in Division II.”
Ferrero captured first place
in four individual events at the
GLIAC Championships, leading
GVSU to a first-place finish in the
event. Like Barnes, Ferrero’s con
tributions did not stop after the
GLIAC Championships.
Ferrero won the 100-meter
butterfly at the NCAA Division II
National Championship and fin
ished in the top four in three other
events. Ferrero totaled 68.5 points
at the national championship, more
than any other GVSU swimmer.
“To be in the top four in
four events, there are not many
swimmers out there that can do
that,” Boyce said.
His success in the pool did
not overshadow his success in
the classroom. Ferrero main
tained a 3.79 GPA, majoring in
business administration.
“He works extremely hard to get
where he’s at and it shows,” Boyce
said. “It shows in his results in the
classroom and in the pool.”
Ferrero was unavailable for
comment because of his partici
pation in the German National
Championships. His relay team fin
ished in first place in the 4x100 me
ter. Ferrero recorded the secondfastest individual time on his team.
Both athletes show that athletics
do not diminish the importance of
success in the classroom. The most
important part of the term student
athlete is the first part: student.
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Renaissance man
GV sophomore tight end looking to make big impact this fall

ATTENTION: Pete Cender (second from left) stands with his fellow cadets. Cender transferred from Air
Force after his two years and is looking for a fresh start at GVSU this season,

BY BEAU TROUTMAN
ASSISTANTSPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

hether he’s a blocking tight end or
a receiving tight end, a student or
an athlete, the next George Carlin
or the next Tracy Morgan—Pete
Cender doesn’t really care.
He wants to do it all.
“Like my dad said, try to be a renaissance
man,” Cender said. “Try to do as much as
you can, and as much as you want to.”
Cender is entering his second year on the
Grand Valley State football team after trans
ferring from the Air Force Academy. Head

courtesy

| pete cender

ing into the 2016 season, he is looking for
ward to receiving significant playing time for
the first time in his collegiate career.
Cender was a three-star recruit and a Di
vision I target coming out of Howell High
School in 2013. He held offers from various
Division I programs, including Bowling Green
and Western Michigan, and attracted interest
from places like Michigan and Michigan State.
Eventually, Cender committed to Air
Force. He was attracted to the academic pro
grams the academy offered, moving away
from home and the level of competition he
would face in the Mountain West Conference.
Shortly after arriving to the academy in late

June, Cender and the other incoming cadets
participated in a six-week boot camp. Cender,
a lauded recruit, didn’t get off to the start he
had envisioned coming out of high school.
“Football players were treated the same
as any other cadet,” Cender said. “That re
ally was a humbling experience. A lot of
people say athletes have more of a privilege
than the regular students, and that’s kind of
what I was expecting until I got out there.
Nothing was further from the truth.”
Cender’s schedule at Air Force was
highly regimented and left little time for
anything other than football and school.
His days began at 6:30 a.m. every day, and had
class from 6:30 to 11:30. Class was followed by
mandatory lunch, and football practice started
shortly thereafter. Mandatory dinner was held
each day after practice. Finally, Cender got to
sleep—and then wake up and do it all over again.
On top of the rigorous schedule, Cend
er says he had hard a time standing out on
Air Force’s loaded roster.
“(Air Force) could bring in as many fresh
men as they wanted,” Cender said. “I remem
ber I came in and there was 10 other tight
ends that came in with me in my class. There
was like 100 kids that came in our recruiting
class. We only played with one tight end a lot
of the time, so it was really discouraging.”
Air Force is able to recruit as many foot
ball players as it sees fit, unlike other Divi

sion I programs, because many players end
up quitting football or changing plans.
His freshman season began in the fall of
2013, and Cender saw “a few snaps” in the first
game of the season, a 38-13 win over the Col
gate Raiders, an FCS team. That was the only
game action he got all season, and ended up
being the only time he ever saw as a Falcon.
Air Force is a federally funded institution
and its athletes aren’t required to pay tuition or
other college fees. Because of this, the academy
does not grant redshirts. This directly effected
Cender, who spent a whole year of eligibility
on a few snaps in his freshman season.
He was injured at the beginning of his
sophomore season, causing another year out of
his four total years of eligibility to go to waste.
“I don’t even remember (the game
against Colgate) to be honest,” Cender
said. “I took a snap at field goal, and used
my whole year of eligibility.”
At the end of their sophomore season,
cadets are required to either make a com
mitment to remain in the armed forces for
seven more years, or quit the academy. Af
ter all he had been through and his desire to
play college football, Cender decided to put
an end to his tenure at the academy.
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A legend’s legacy
Selgo reflects on two decades as GV athletic director
BY A.A. KNORR
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

rom 1977-80, Tim
Selgo was a stand
out
basketball
player at the Uni
versity of Toledo.
During his career with the
Rockets, Selgo partnered with
four future NBA draft picks,
and helped Toledo advance to
the Sweet 16 in the 1978-79
NCAA Tournament. Selgo was
inducted into the Toledo Ath
letic Hall of Fame in 2001.
“I had a great life as a college
basketball player. I made myself
into a pretty good player be
cause I wouldn’t say I was drip
ping with talent. I played with so
many great players,” said Selgo, a
shooting guard. “I had big guys
inside that took a lot of pressure
off me. My jobs were to throw it
inside to these guys that were re

ally good and then when the de
fense collapsed, which they often
did, knocking in the basket when
it came back out and thankfully I
could do that very, very well.
“I was fortunate then to have
been surrounded by highly tal
ented, highly competitive, highly
successful people. Likewise, here
at Grand Valley I’ve been for
tunate to have been able to sur
round myself with the same.”
When Selgo was appointed as
the fifth athletic director in Grand
Valley State’s history on Feb. 12,
1996, he switched from shooting
guard to point guard. He again
surrounded himself with a wealth
of talent, and piloted GVSU to
unprecedented success.
“When I came here, every
body in the athletics field de
scribed Grand Valley as a sleep
ing giant. I said, ‘Alright, let’s
wake the dang thing up, then.”*
Prior to Selgo’s arrival, GVSU

had just 45 GLLAC titles. Over
Selgo’s 20-year career, the Lakers
have secured over 150 GLIAC ti
tles, and earned 19 team national
championships, 10 Learfield Di
rectors’ Cups and a host of indi
vidual national championships.
Despite GVSU’s rousing ath
letic success in recent years, it
hasn’t always been that way. In the
1998-99 athletic season, the Lak
ers won their first GLIAC Presi
dents’ Trophy in two decades,
awarded to the top athletic pro
gram in the conference. GVSU
has gone on to win 17 straight.
In the fall of 2000, the Laker vol
leyball team won the school’s first
regional championship. In 2001,
the football team won its first
playoff game in history. In 2002,
Laker football secured GVSU’s
first national championship.
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE

SPEECH: Tim Selgo speaks at the Fieldhouse Arena at the Tim W. Selgo Showcase held
on April 12. Selgo is nearing the end of a legendary career at GVSU. GVL I LUKE HOLMES

LAKER EXCHANGE

FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF
some restrictions apply
email lakerexchange@lanthorn.com for more info on restrictions
FOR COMMERCIAL RATES EMAIL

lakerexchange(a)lanthom.com

John Ball Zoo is now open
for the season!
Exhibits include an aquari
um with penguin feedings,
pelican feedings, and tons of
other cool creatures, like
lions, monkeys,
and kangaroos. Visit today!

For Sale
Got something to sell?
You can advertise it here!
Submit your classified on
www.lanthorn.com
or email it to
assistantbusiness@lanthorn.
com.
Housing
48West Apartment available
for move in date as early as
June 1, 2016.This 4
Bedroom, 4 Bath Apartment
is a top floor unit in
the kitchen/living area with
private balcony.
Washer/Dryer/Dishwasher/M
icrowave included. Bedroom
has a private bath with large

closet.
Amenities:Giant Outdoor Hot
Tub with Fire Pit, Theatre,
Gym, Game Room, Study
Rooms, Printing, and FREE
TANNING!Call or text for
more information,
231-690-0037.
Apartment available from
August 2016 to July 2017 at
48 West. Large bedroom
with a private bathroom and
payments are $510 with an
included covered parking
spot.
Email: nunnr@mail.gvsu.edu
Looking for a summer
subleaser from the
beginning of May to mid
July. I live downtown in
Grand Rapids, Ml. The
house has a five bedrooms,
stainless steel appliances,
and a fenced in backyard.
We have TWO bedrooms
open. There will be three
girls living there over the
summer. Rent is $450/month
and utilities are usually
about $40/month together.
If interested, contact Chrissy
at cajordanov@gmail.com.

ANSWERS

PUZZLES

Conifer Creek Apartments
offers 4 bedrooms,
4 1/2 baths, garage, cable
and internet included,
washer and dryer in every
unit, 3/4 of a mile from
GVSU, walking distance to
bus stop, restaurants, and
grocery store, lower utility
bills!

I'm looking for someone to
take over my lease. It's
$684/mo. and the apartment
is fully furnished. Evolve is a
brand new community,so
you would be the first to live
in the apartment. It comes
with a washer/dryer, dish
washer and a flat screen tv
in the living room. The only
thing that isn't included is the
electricity. Pets are
welcomed. The apartments
will be available in August.
You can contact me via
email at
hairstor@mail.gvsu.edu or
cell at 231-343-8863.
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I have a room available for
sublease for next school
year, in a Campus View 4
bedroom, 2.5 bath townhome. I'll even pay your first
month's rent! If interested,
contact me at
boczarn@mail.gvsu.edu.
Looking for a fourth female
roommate for a Campus
West apartment for the
2016-2017 school year! We
have a 4 bedroom 2 bath
floor plan. We have a
full kitchen and laundry room
as well. Rent is around 445,
plus utilities that are around
25-30 each month!
You can contact me at my
cell :(269)491-7822
or my email:
millera4@mail.gvsu.edu.
Looking for someone to
sublease my apartment at
Meadows Crossing for the
2016-2017 school year. The
apartment is fully furnished
and you would have your
own bedroom and bathroom.
I am looking for a boy or girl.
You can email me
for more information!
mayad@mail gvsu edu.

One female roommate
needed for 4 bedroom house
in Standale.
Lease beginning Aug. 2016.
$400/month,
utilities included!
Please contact Amy at
sturrusa@mail.gvsu.edu.

-

Whether you are planning
for tomorrow or ten years
from now, TIAA can help you
take the next step
in your financial journey. Go
to tiaa.org for
more information on
investing, banking, and
planning for the career of
your dreams!

Services

Student Org Events

Jimmy John’s offers
gourmet sandwiches with a
ton of options to choose
from. If you don’t want to
leave campus, the Lake
Michigan Drive store will
deliver right to your location
in no time!
Call or order online.
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616 331-2460

Planned Parenthood
provides up-to-date, clear,
medically accurate
information that helps you
better understand
your sexual health.
Call (616) 459-3101 or visit
plannedparenthood.org.

Room at 48 West available
for sublease for the summer.
Private bath, large closet, air
condition, dishwasher, patio.
Very nice apartment on
ground level. Available June
2nd, responsible for June
and July rent plus half the
transfer fee and portion of
utilities.
Inquiries: 989-307-9915.
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Have an event for a student
organization that you want to
promote? Advertise that
here! Submit your classified
online at www.lanthorn.com
or email it to
assistantbusiness@lanthorn.
com.

5
2
4
1
9
3
8
7
6

7
9
6
2
8
4
5
1
3

3
8
5
7
1
2
6
9
4

2
1
9
4
6
5
7
3
8

6
4
7
9
3
8
1
2
5
♦ # ♦ ♦

